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Dash to shop
almost costus
our children
IT IS a dilemma faced by every
parent but Tim Haines’s deci-
sion to leave his toddler in his
carwhilehepoppedintoashop
almost led tohis childrenbeing
taken into care.
When Haines parked on

EveshamHigh Street,Worces-
tershire, in2004,hecould little
have imagined the nightmare
that was to follow. Returning
from the school run, he
remembered the family had
run out of Calpol. After stop-
ping close to a chemist’s, he
dashed into the store without
his daughter, Iset, 2, whom he
left in the car.
He returned less than 10

minutes later to be confronted
by two policemen while Iset
was standing happily on the
driver’s seat. “Theygavemeall
sorts of grief about leaving my
daughteralone in thecar, said I
hadbaldtyresandrefusedtolet
me drive it, so I walked home
with Iset in my arms,” said
Haines. “I thought thatwas the
end of it but a few weeks later
there was a knock at the door
and there were two policemen
there to arrest me.”
Haines, who is a family law

advocate, was prosecuted for
“wilful exposure of a child to
risk of significant harm”; the
children were placed on the
child protection register; and
the couple then had a “night-
mare year” fighting to clear
Haines’s name and save their
family. “We won but we came
within a hair’s breadth of
losing our children,” said Julie
Haines, a teacher.
The family spoke out this

weekend after reading in The
Sunday Times about Joan, a
mother in the West Midlands
who is battling to get a caution
for child neglect removed from
herrecordaftershelefthersix-
year-old sonhomealone for45
minutes while she had a
driving lesson.
As a result of these cases and

others, the government is
being pressed to pass a “home
alone” law setting out clear
guidelines governing at what
age and for how long children
can be left unattended. Cur-
rently the law says only that
parents should not leave
children alone if they will be
placed at risk, but there is no
minimum age.
Earlier this month John

Hemming, the Liberal Demo-
crat MP for Birmingham
Yardley, tabled a parliamen-
tary question seeking clarity.
He said: “It is not at all clear for
how long and at what age
children can be left alone. Nor
is itclearwhether leavingthem
alone is either not an issue, a
child-protection issue or a
criminal issue.”
The Haines’s nightmare

ended only in the summer of
2005 — almost a year after
Haines had left his daughter in
thecar—whenthecouplesuc-
ceededingettingthechildren’s
names removed from the child
protection register.
By then Haines had had his

conviction overturned on
appeal. A district judge in the
magistrates’ court had initially
foundhimguilty of the offence
of wilful exposure. He was
given an absolute discharge.
“I was not happy to have an

offence of child cruelty on my

record so I appealed to the
Crown Court. The prosecution
offered no evidence and the
court struck the matter out.
Hearing what I had done, the
judge said: ‘Is that supposed to
be a crime?’” said Haines.
Every step of the way the

family also battled social
services, which had placed the
children on the child protec-
tion register after the incident.
Eventually the family courts
ordered the children to be
assessed by an independent
social worker, who gave the
Haines’s parenting a clean bill
of health.
“I was sick with anxiety the

entire time the children’s
names were on the register,”
said Julie Haines. “Social
services sent us five care plans
for each of our kids. I ripped
themupandpushedthemback
under the social services office
door. We wrote our own plans
and submitted them to the
family courts. They weren’t
used to dealing with articulate
middle-classpeople. I feelvery
lucky.Wecouldeasilyhavelost
our kids.”
Four out of five of the

Haines’s children were cathe-
dral choristers; two are now at
university while the other
three are still at school. “They
are great kids and we are good
parents,” said Haines.
Julie Haines added: “My

view is that parents have to be
allowed to assess the risk
themselves. All of us have left
children home alone at some
point. Technically, you are
presumably not even allowed
to leave a child in a car at a
petrol station while you go to
pay but everyone does.”
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The Sunday Times story two
weeks ago about Joan and her
six-year-old son prompted a
national debate on the age at
whichitisreasonableforachild
tobeleftalone.JustineRoberts,
chief executiveof theMumsnet
online parenting forum, said:
“The consensus [onMumsnet]

is that it really comes down to
the individual child.”
The Department for Educa-

tion said: “The law is clear that
parents can be prosecuted if
theyleaveachildunsupervised
in a manner likely to cause
unnecessary suffering or
injury to health.”

West Mercia police said it
had a duty to investigate all
concerns regarding the care of
children. Worcestershire
county council said any child
protection case took “account
of all the facts and opinions of
professionals and the family”.
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THE son of the crimewriter
Dick Francis plans to give
his fortune to his children
before his death to avoid
“wicked” inheritance tax.
Felix Francis, 61, said

hewould rather give his
money away to his family
and to charity early than
have them losemuch of it
in tax.
His anger follows a

frustrating battle lasting
more than three years to
settle his father’s estate.
Dick Francis, a former

champion jockey and one of
Britain’s best-lovedwriters,
died in the Cayman Islands
in 2010, at the age of 89. He
left amultimillion-pound
fortune, with his two
children, Felix, also a crime
novelist, andMerrick, a
former racehorse trainer,
among the beneficiaries.
Felix Francis said: “It took

3½ years to sort outmy
father’s estate, and the only
people who seemed tomake
anymoneywere the lawyers
and accountants.”
Felix Francis’s property

portfolio includes a 400-
year-old, seven-bedroom
manor house in Oxfordshire,
a two-bedroom flat in
central London and a holiday
home in the village of
Noss Mayo, Devon.
He said the inheritance

tax thresholdwas “set far
too low”. Felix Francis,
whose books are a
continuation of his father’s
work, added: “It is an
abhorrence. If you have a
house at all, you’ll be paying
it to the government. Give it
away or go live in Australia.”
The first £325,000 of an

estate is not taxed, but
anything over that is taxed
at 40%.
In 2007 George Osborne,

Hattie Williams and
Anna Mikhailova

Dick Francis’s heir
kicks at ‘wicked’ tax

then shadow chancellor,
promised to triple the
threshold for inheritance
tax to £1m, but nothing has
been done since he came
to power.
Francis said the policy

on the tax “has destroyed
some of the great houses of
this country”.
He added: “If you look

after yourmoney andmake
provisions for your old age,
you shouldn’t have it taken
away.
“I hope the issue is a way

off forme, but I’ll start
thinking about giving things
away early tomy children.”
He has two grown-up sons,
Matthew, 35, andWilliam,
28, and two grandchildren.
He said he planned to

help his sons buy properties
and pay his grandchildren’s
school fees rather than
leaving a pot of money to be
raided by the chancellor.
Francis and his wife also

support several charities,
including Cancer Research
UK, and he is paying
pensions for people who
worked for his father.
“Loyalty to people who had
done things for him in the
past is absolute,” he said.
Felix has carried on

writing his father’s thrillers,
which are now credited as
“a Dick Francis novel”.
His latest book, Damage,
was published in September.
It is the 50th book in the
Dick Francis franchise.
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Tim and Julie Haines with Iset, left, and Kiya, two of their five children. Inset, Iset as a toddler


